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CONFIRMATION OF EUGENE M. ZUCKERT TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1952 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Joint COMMITTEE ON ATromic ENERGY, 
Washington, D. C. 


The joint committee met, pursuant to call, at 3:45 p. m., in the 
committee room, the Capitol, Senator Brien McMahon (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senators McMahon (chairman), Anderson, Hickenlooper, 
and Millikin; Representative Durham (vice chairman). 

Also present: William L. Borden, Executive Director of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy. 

The Cuarrman. The committee will please come to order. 

Mr. Zueckert, as you know, only the Senate members of the joint 
committee sit on confirmation hearings, but we have asked the 
House members to be present as guests, and are delighted to have 
Mr. Durham, who is vice chairman of the committee, here with us 
today. 

You have been nominated by the President for appointment to the 
Commission. 

We have here in front of us a very brief biographical sketch, which 
I will read into the record, because I assume this record will be printed 
for the information of the Senate. It reads as follows: 


EvuGENE M. Zucker’ 


Born: New York, N. Y., November 9, 1911. 

Education: Bachelor of arts, Yale, 1933: bachelor of law, Yale, 1937; student 
of Harvard Business School. 

Experience: Attorney, United States Securities and Exchange Commission, 
Washington and New York, 1937—40 

Instructor and subsequently assistant professor and assistant dean, Harvard 
Graduate School of Business Administration, 1940-44. 

Executive assistant to Administrator of Surplus Property Administration, 
Washington, D. C., 1945-46 

Special assistant to Assistant Secretary of War for Air, Washington, D. C. 
1946-47. 

Assistant Secretary of the Air Force since 1947. 

Served as special consultant to commanding general, Army Air Forces, in 
development of statistical control, 1943-44. 

Lieutenant (jg) United States Naval Reserve, Office of Naval Operations, 
Washington. 

Democrat. 

Episcopalian 

Home: 1499 Hope Street, Stamford, Conn. 


Mr. Zuckert, will you tell us how long you have lived in Connecticut? 
Mr. Zuckerr. | have lived in Connecticut, Senator MeMahon 
we moved there in 1931, and I lived there at home until I came down 
here to Washington as an attorney for the Commission, and since 
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that time I have been, as you can see from this record, on positions 
which have kept me out of Connecticut most of that time. 

My father has a house there, and | own land in Connecticut. 

The Cuairman. You are domiciled in Connecticut, your legal 
residence is Connecticut, but you have lived in Washington since 1937? 

Mr. Zuckerr. With the exception of the period I was in Boston. 

The CHarrmMan. Then you lived in Boston? 

Mr. Zuckerr. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrmMan. When vou lived in Connecticut from 1931 until 
1937, a period of 6 years, did you work in Connecticut during those 
vears? 

Mr. Zuckert. In a way, yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You worked at Yale Law School? 

Mr. Zuckertr. Yale Law School. I had a job there, and this 
biography does not say that | became a member of the Connecticut 
bar, which I did. 

The CuarrmMan. You are a member of the Connecticut bar? 

Mr. Zuckerr. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you ever practice in Connecticut? 

Mr. Zvuckerr. No, sir. I did legal work in Connecticut but never 
practiced before the courts. 

The CHarrmMan. | don’t think I had the pleasure of meeting you, 
Mr. Zuckert, until you became the Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force. 1 don’t remember you before then. 

Mr. Zucker. That is right, sir; you didn’t to my knowledge. 

The CHarrmMan. I notice you are listed as a Democrat. Do you 
have any connection with the Democratic Party in Connecticut? 

Mr. Zuckerr. No, sir; I have not. 

The CuairnmMan. Are you a registered Democrat? 

Mr. Zuckert. No, sir; I have never registered as a Democrat, the 
reason being that, as I have said here, these jobs that I was on kept 
me out of Connecticut most of the time. 

ThefCuarrman. You are not registered in either party, but you have 
voted Democratic and therefore you are listed as a Democrat? 

Mr. Zuckerr. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I thought it well to ask you that, because I never 
knew of any political activity you engaged in in the State of Connec- 
ticut. You couldn’t very well have done so, since you were either in 
school, and following that you went into the service, and then to the 
Harvard Graduate School and thence into Government service here 
in Washington. 

Mr. Zvuckerr. First into Government, then Harvard, then into the 
service: Ves, sir. 

The CHarrman. Have you had any connection with the atomic 
energy program in your present position? 

Mr. Zuckerr. Only indirectly, Senator, and that is through my 
responsibility for the financial program of the Air Force. Insofar as 
the Air Force program is affected by the atomic energy program, I 
would have to say, Ves, sir. 

The CuarrMan. I suppose that had to do mostly with the develop- 
ment of the atomic-powered airplane, the atomic propulsion for air- 
planes. 

Mr. Zuckert. No; it is even more indirect than that, Senator. It 
has been mostly in connection with the business management of the 
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program, which, of course, touches on the activity, for example, of the 
strategic air command. I have had nothing to do, for example, with 
research and development, and therefore have had only a very casual 
acquaintance with the atomic propulsion of aircraft program. 

The CuHarrMan. | have no other questions. Do you, Senator? 

Senator HickENLOorER. Were you in service during the war? 

Mr. Zuckert. Yes, sir. 

Senator HickenLoorer. What branch? 

Mr. Zuckert. I was in the Navy. 

Senator HickenLoorer. For how long a period 

Mr. Zuckerr. I was in the Navy for about a year. Previous to 
that I had been working as a civilian for the Army Air Force, as it 
was then, in the development of their statistical controls. 

Senator Hicken.ooper. I believe Senator McMahon asked you— 
I just want to be sure—as to whether or not you had had any training 
or experience in scientific development of any kind. That 1s, so that 
this particular operation might be considered in a way down your 
alley. 

Mr. Zuckxert. No, sir. My field has not been in any way con- 
nected with scientific fields. My field has been what you might term 
“administration and management.” 

Senator HickenLooprer. Mr. Chairman, is there a requirement 
that before a name is sent up that the President state the qualifica- 
tions and the general background? 

Mr. Borpen. There is, and this is what was sent up, Senator. 

Senator Hickentooper. I don’t believe [ have any further ques- 
tions. 

The Cuarrman. I have one more question, please. 

Were you and I in any communication, direct or indirect, previous 
to the submission of the nomination for this appointment? 

Mr. Zuckxerr. No, sir. 

The CuHarrmMan. Senator Anderson, do you have anything? 

Senator ANprerson. I have no questions to ask of Mr. Zuckert. 
I have been familiar with a great deal of his work, because we have 
had many problems in our part of the country in which we came in 
contact with him. If he handles the new assignment as well as he 
has handled the old one, we will all be satisfied in our part of the 
world. 

Mr. Zuckert. Thank you very much, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Durham, do you have anything? 

Representative Duruam. I only want to say that my relations 
with Mr. Zuckert have been friendly and that I have a high respect 
for the work he has been doing. 

The Cuareman. If there is no further comment or no further 
questions to be asked of Mr. Zuckert, we will excuse you now, sir. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

The Cuarrman. Very well, the hearing is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 4:10 p. m., the joint committee adjourned.) 
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